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Introduction and Highlights

This report explores several areas of the participation of American Indians

In higher education. Following a brief history, data are presented on various
twits such as: population characteristics, enrollment, degrees, staff, and

institutions for the years 1975-76 to 1984-85. Data presented on each topic

vary according to years for which the data were available, and cover virtually

all accredited colleges and universities in the United States.

Some highlights of the report are:

During the decade of the 1970s, the number of ncollege-agen

American Indians (aged 18 to 24) more than doubled. By 1980,

60 percent of American Indians In this age group had graduated

froth high tthool, up from 51 percent in 1970.

Only_8 percent_of the American Indian population (25 years old and

over) were college graduates in 1980, compared with 17 percent of

Whitet;

Total American Indian enrollment in Institutions of higher education

increased by more than 15 percent froM 1976 to 1982.

More American Indian females than males were 3nrolled at the

undergraduate and graduate levels in 1984; however, American Indian

males outnumbered females at the first-professional level.

The number of bachelor's and higher degrees awarded to American

'Indians increased a little over 8 percent from 1976 to 1981.

Between_ 1976-79, American Indian bachelor's degree recipients most

often chose the field of education as their field of study; however,

In 1981, the field of business and management was chosen most often.

XI' the master's and first-professional degree levels, the most popular
fields Of study were education and law, respectively.

The majority (60 percent) of American Indians employed full-time in

the Nation's institutions of higher education worked in support

occupations. Only 6 percent of American Indian full-time employees In

colleges and universities were employed as executives, administrators,

or managers, and 19 percent were faculty.



About half of American Indian male faculty were tenured; and_siightly

over one-third of American Indian female faculty were tenured.

American Indian female faculty were concentrated In the lower ranks,

especially the rank of Instructor.

T,enty of the Nation's accredited higher education institutions

enrolled predominantly American Indian students (referred to herein

as predominantly American Indian Institutions). However; none of

these schools (which reported full-s':wie faculty data In 1981 and 1983)

had predominantly American Indian faculty.



_HistorIcal_Batkgrmund

Before the arrival of whites in America; Native Ameridans edUceted theft

youth In an oral tradition based on tribal or_kinthip cultures. 1_ Beginning ih
the late 1500s, evangelical missionaries established tillIng t-OhdOIS Which

provided nformal education for American Indian youth. During the_early 1800t,

the United States government began to be InvOlved in Indian edUdatlen in the

form of treaties; however, the tribes were still priMatily retponsible for the
education of their citizens.

Indian education became regulated by_Federal policy_lh 1889; When the

Commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (B1A)2 tet fotth teVetal

principles of education policy; one of which was that Indiaht MUtt be prepared

for assimilation through compulsory education.3 Although some Ihdlah tribes

developed their own elementary/secondary schools, the_Federel goVertiment

developed and controlled an extensive system of Schools fer Indian,
many of which were boarding schools. These BIA schools enrolled the Majority of

American Indian elementary/secondary students until 1920.4

American Indians were granted United States ditiZenship in 1924, yiat their

education remained inadequate_and_noticeably_lhferior to education proVided to

other children.5 In_1928; a report prepared for the U.S. Congrett; knOWn as

the Merriam Report,6 helped to alter the Federal approach to Indian edatatiOn.

The Merriam report described the outdated teaching_methodt in the Federal

boarding schools and as a resulti_the focus on Indian edUcatien_thifted fteM

off-reservation boarding schools to day schools on the reterVations. Emphasit

was placed mainly upon ncivilizationn cf the Indian and teaChing Of the English
language.7

1Henrietta Whiteman, "Native American Studies; the University and the
Indian Student, The Schooling of Native America; ed. Thomas Thompson;

(Washington-, D.C.: Association of Colleges for leacher Education; In

cellaboration with the Teacher Corps, United States Office of Education,

1978), p. 105.

2The Bureau of Indian Affairs was established under the control of

the War Department in 1834 and was later placed under the Department

of the Interior in 1849.

3U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Ihe_United

States Indian Service, a Sketch of the Development of the_Bureau_of

Indian Affairs and of Indian Policy, (Washington, D.C., U.S. Government

Printing Office, 1928), p. 49.

4Thompson, Thomas, ed., The Schooling of Native America;_op= Cit.;
_pp. 170-171.

5K160f, 0Otdon J. nd Gardner W. Bowman; Teacher_EAucatIon ln_Special

Context; (Bank Street College of Education, New York; i966).

617(177-Werriam et ai: The Problem of Indian AdministratLon; (Baltimore,

Maryland, The Johns Hopkins Press, 1928), p. 21.

7Szasz, Margaret: Education and the American Indian, (Albuquerque,
University of New Mexico Press, 1974).



In 1934, two Federal Acts were passed whiCh affected Ametican Indian

elementary/Secondary education. The Indian Reorganization Act sought to give

Indians a greater sense of partitipatIon in the school program, to modify Indian

school curricula, and to provide teachers with special training to better serve

the heeds 0f ihdian students, while encouraging pride In ttaditional/religious-

oriented Indlan_accomOishments. The Johnson-O'Malley ACt provided Federal

funds for educating Indian children in pUblic schools through the State

departments of public instruction or local sch001 districts, and also restricted

the religious training of Indians (due tO provisions prehibiting compulsory

religious training); Together with Public Laws 815 and 874 dating from
World War II (that provide financial assistance to school districts enrolling

students whose parents reside or work on Federal proporty), this laW Made it

possible to set up public schoel districts on Indian reservations, build schoOlt

and operate them primarily with Federal funds, yet retain local district

control. As on- and off-reservation publit schools became available to Indian

communities; many American Indian Childten had their firtt experiende In public
education and integration.8

The establishment of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in 1933 also

provided an important boost to American Indian education. A separate Indian CCC

was established; known as the Indian Emergency COnservation Work (IECW) program,

which focused on land conservation and management. The response to this
opportunity for vocational training was Overwhelming, with about 85;000

American Indians participating during the_9-year life of_the program, many

learning to be carpenters; surveyors, mechanics, and enginet:.s.9

Although a new emphasis had been placed on Indian education by this time

In the form of funding; building or improving schools and the like, little

attention was paid to the training of non-Indian teachers to teach English

to non-English-speaking students_or to_the integration of Indian students

into a cross-cultural school system. A few in-service courses were proviued

by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, but no courses were avallabl,- ih teachers

colleges or universities to prepare non-Indian teachers spedifICall? In

cross-cultural instruction of Indian chIldren.10

During the early 1940s and immediately following, the mobility of Indian

families craated additional problems_for the education of thelt ChIldren, and

more and more Indian_children were placed In boarding schools as the only

alternative for receiving any form of formal education. Some students who had

grown up In towns and cities did not ,:ohtinue with their education; however,

many veterans eligible for the GO. Bill Of Riehts (P.L. 346) ot the Vecatienal

Rehabilitation Act (P.L. 16) re-entered indieri ServiCe schOOls for Vocational
treining.

8 Kiopf, pp. 26-27._

Szasz, p. 42.

Klopf; p. 27.
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Following World War II; the full impact of the JohnSen-O'Malley Act began

to be_toalized aS_publIc sthools_were developed on Indian reservations and

efforta Were accelerated tb_provIde_elementary/secondary education for all
Indian children. In the 1960s, participation Of Indian parents was encouraged,

and all BIA SChOOIS had advisory boards by the end of that decade.11 Even

with these changes, however, In 1969 the Kennedy Repott teaffitMed the findings

contalned In_the MerrIam_Report some 40 years earlier, and concluded that

American Indians should have more tontrOl over theit chIldten's education and

schools. By the 1970s, only one-quarter of American Indian children attended
Federally controlled sc5ools.12

Higner_e_dutat_lon

The first_postsecondary_school In the Natlen tO offet tourses on Indian

culture was Arizona State UnIvertIty. In 1954, the Arizona State Indian
Educat1on Center was founded and offered both graduate and undergteduate

Indian education coutses.13 _The first_c011ege_preparatory program foe

Indians was offered at Haskell_InstItute in 1963._ Begun at a Federal boatding

school; the_lest high_schoOl_class graduated in 1965 and the school became Known

as Haskell Indian Juniet C011ege (temalnlng a_Fedsrally contro1led Institution),

and courses were added in_electronics, the building ttadet, and service occupa-
tions. The Institute of American Indlan_Arts opened In 1962 (roplating tho

Santa Fe Boarding School) and offered not only high school cOUrteS, but also

two post-high school years of work In areas_such_as_creatiVe Writing, atUipture,

ano des.gn and painting of textl'es. In 1963. the 150 Studentt of tho institute

represented 74 tribes and came from 20 St8tes.14

In 1961. some 66 American Indians graduated from 4-year InstItUtIobt, and

although by 1968 this figure had ne1tly tripled. still Only 181 American

Indians received a 4-year degree.15

In the laie 19605 _and_1970s. about_20 tribally_COntrelled COMMUnity

colleges were established for_the education_of Amerltan Indian youth. The

first 1.,11an-controlled community coilege. Navajo Community Cellege, WaS

establisaed in 1969. By the early_1970s several CaMpUtes Siich -65 _the

University of Minnesota; the University of Mithlgan, and the UniVetalty_6(

California-Berkeley -- had Indian programs and had established a Majot In
the area 0 Indian studies. In 1966, only a dozeo Of the Nation's attorneys

clt.. Szaszi pp. 149-152.

12-17dian Education: The RIglIt_to_beAndlan; The Thitd Anndal Repot; I'd the_ -----
1Thngress of the United States, National AdVisory COuncIl oh Indian EddtatIon,

_Washington, D.C., 1976; p. 194.

13Although the University of Oklahoma established an InstItUte ef Indian

Education in 1937, its purpose was to coordinate ptegteMS -concerned wITh

Indians and sought to expand knowledge about the Indians, while encouraging

_the Indians to understand white society.
14--op. Ot.. Szasz. pp. 134-136.

157q71.-Cit. Szasz, p. 167._
-5-
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were American Indian, and the American Indian Law Center at the University of

New Mexico was founded in 1967 In response to this acute shortage of American

Indian lawyers."' Four years later; 76 American Indians were enrolled In law

schools under the Center's direction. A program to develop administrators

for Indian schools and Indian education programs was begun at the University of

Minnesota In 1970. By 1973, the program had awarded 15 master's and

2 doctorates. Other Institutions of higher education, such as Fort Lewis

College and Bacone College, Oklahoma, began to see their enrollments of American

Indian students Increase noticeably with the Introduction of ethnic studies Into

their programs.

In recent years, the concept of self-government has been emphasized, and

educational opportunities for American Indian youth have been strengthened

through amendments to Title III of the Nigher Education Act of 1965.

As thls concept Is expanded and development of the Indian reservations Is

Increased, the need fL.- higher education for American Indian students will

Increase.

"op. cit., Szas7, p. 167.



Demographics 7

This section provides background information Important to understanding

the involvement of American Indians In higher education. Characteristics of

the American Indian population, such as population growth, language; Income,

and educational attainment, are all related to participation In higher

education.

Since 1950, the American Indian population has Increased substantially,

from 360,000 to about 1.4 million In 1980 (figure 1). Adding In the 56,000

Alaskan Native and Aleut populations (not shown In chart), the American Indian

population was over 1,423,000 In 1980. For simplicity In this report, the

American Indian and Alaskan Native/Aleut populations combined will be referred

to as American Indians.

Figure I.American IndIrm population: 1900-1980
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce; Bureau of the Census, Icso_ceti_stit_

of Population; Charactertst_Umet the_Population; United States-Summary,

PC80-1-81, table 40. (Excludes Alaskan Natives and Aleuts.)

17Data In this section were obtained from Information sJpplied by the U.S-.

Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, various years. The statiStidt In

this rwort are based on DecennIbl Census samples adjusted to represent the
total population.
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While American Indians reside throughout the United States, the majority

live In the Southern and Western States (figure 2). Four States together

account for 45 percent of the total American Indian population:

California (14 percent), Oklahoma (12 percent), Arlzona (11 percent), and

New Mexlco (8 percent).

Flgure 2.--American Indian population, by geographic division: 1980

WEST NORTH_CENTRAL
DIVISION

PACIFIC DIV ai05alISION
DIVISION

142,400 EAST NORTH CENTRAL

356,300
allialdpf.1.900 =00N

NEW ENGLAND

ATLANTIC

MOUNTAIN DIVISION

Illimaltowar°MIDDLE
caDIVISION

_

364,400 11.1111.1.4geti
57,500

SOUTH ATLANTIC
DIVISION
118,700

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
DIVISION
230,900

EAST SOUTH
CENTRAL
DIVISION
22,400

Note.--Includes Alaskan Natives and Aleuts.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce; Bureau of the Census,

1980 Census of Population, General Population Characteristics,

United States Summary; PC80-1-81, table 62.

Almost half (48 percent) of all American Indians ilve In rural areas;

compared to 29 percent of the whlte population. It Is estimated that In

1980, one-third of the American Indian population Ilved on the approxlmately

300 Indian lands (reservations, trust lands, Alaskan Native vIllages) In

thls country. Many Indians continue to speak thelr native language In thelr

homes; over half of the Indians living on reservations speak their native

language at home.18

18U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, AmerLcamindlanAreas and

Alaska Native Villages: 1980, PC80-S1-13, U.S. Government Printing Office,

Washington, D.C. 20402.
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In general, American Indians have much lower incomes than the majority

white population. In 1979, the annual median household income for American

Indians was abOut $12,300,_as cpared to $17,700 for the white population.

A large proportion of American Indians (28 percent) lived below the poverty

level -- three times the proportion at the national level.

The educational attainment of American leidians_in general Is much lower

than that of the majority white population. In 1980, 45 percent of American

Indians 25 years old and over did not complete_high school, compared with 31

percent of whites. Also, a lower proportion of American Indians graduated from

College -- about 8 percent, compared with 17 percent for whites (figure 3).

Figure 3.--EducatiOnal attainment of_the AMeritan Indian population

25 yearS old and over: 1980

1-3 Years High School

Elementary

4 Years High SChOOl

4 or More
Years College

1-3 Years College

Note.--Comparable data for the white population 25 years old and_over are:

Elementary (16.6 percent), 1-3 years 0f high school (14.6 percent),

4 years high school (35.7 percent), 1-3_years of college (16.0 percent),

4 or more years of college (17.1 percent).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Ceasus,_Census_of

Population and Housing; 080; General SOCIal and EconoM4c

CharacterIctles; United States_Summary, PC80-1-C1, table 123.

Poverty, language barriers; and low_educational_attainment_tend tO liMit

participation of American Indians In postsecondary education. However, one

critical factor -- the number of American Indians graduating frOm high sChOOI

-- has improved.

-9-
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Data from the decennial censuses of 1970 and 1980 indicate that there were

significant changes in the American Indian youth population and in their high

school graduation rates between 1970 and 1980. The number of American Indians

18 to 24 years old more than doubled from 1970 to 1980. In addition, the

proportion who graduated from high school increased from 51 percent to 60 per-

cent In this period (table 1);_a significant improvement but still not reaching

the rate for whites (83 percent).

Table 1.--Population and high school graduation rates of American

Indians aged 18 to 24: 1970 and 1980

American Indians 1970

aged 18 to 24

1980

Population 96,000 234,000

High school

graduates 49,000 141,000

Percent high

school graduates 51% 60%

Note.--Comparable data for the percentage of high school graduates among

whites; 18-24 years old; are: 1970 (81 percent); 1980 (83 percent).

Data for college enrollment of 18- to 24-year-olds are not available.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; Census

of Population and Housing; American Indlmns; 1970; Table 3; and

General_Social_and_Economio,CharacterJstIcsU.S._Summary,_1980;

Table 123. Calculations by the Center for Education Statistics.

These two trends -- a growing population of college-age youth and their

increasing high school graduation rates -- should foretell increasing enroll7

ment_in postsecondary_institutions for American Indians; all other things being

equal. The next sections of this report describe actual changes in American

Indian enrollment, degree awards, and employment in higher education from 1975

to 1984.



Enrollment

In 1976, the number of American Indians enrolled In all accredited colleges

and unlversities was slightly over 76,000. Although this number increased by

almost 12,000 students as of 1982 (an Increase of more than 15 percent), American

Indian enrollment then declined from 1982 to 1984 (figure 4). The enrollment of

Whites, by comparison, Increased by more than 691,000 students during those years

(8 percent).

Figure 4.--Total enrollment of American Indians In higher

education: United States, 1976 to 1984*

American Indians Enrolled

90,000

80,000

76,110

77,874

85,79E1 _

87,700

82,672

70,000 '

1976 1978 1980 1982 1984

Year

*See methodology.

Note.--Includes unclassified students and U.S. Service

Schools. In 1984; 65 American Indians were reported enrolled

In these schools.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics,

Higher Education General Information Survey, various years.

American Indian enrollment In private Institutions Increased by more

than 28 percent between 1976 and 1984i with the majority enrolled In 4year
colleges and universitles (table 2). The number enrolled In private 2year

schools Increased by almost 69 percent during those years; however; most

American Indians attended public institutions. In 1984; the majority
(60 percent) of American Indians attended 2year colleges, compared to
36 percent for whites (figure 5).
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Table 2.--AmerIcan Indian enrollment In institutions of

higher education, by control and level of

inatitution: United States, eVen years 1976-84

Control

and level

of

institution

1976 1978 1980 1982* 1984

Public 67,757 680460 740244 760959 710642

4-year 280445 270197 29,062 300857 290568

2-year 39,312 41,263 45,182 460102 420074

Private 8,610 9,425 9,679 8,957 110030

4-year 6,765 7,807 7,867 70166 7,913

2-year 1,845 1,618 1,812 1,791 3,117

*Data for 1982 and 1984 exclude enrollments in institutions

classified as "new, since the level of instruction (2-year,

4-year) for these institutions has not been verified. The

number of American Indians enrolled In these new institutions

was 1,784 In 1982, and 945 In 1984. See methodology.

Note.--Data for years 1976, 1978, and 1980 are for the

aggregate United States. Data for years 1982 and 1984 are

for the 50 States and D.C.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare,

Office for Civil Rights, Racial, Ethnic and Sex Enrollment

Data from institutions of Higher Education, 1976, 1978, and

U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics,

Higher Education General Information Survey, various years.
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Figure 5.--Proportion of American Indian and white students enrolled

In 2-year colleges: 50 States and D.C., even years

1976-84

American Indian

White

1976 1978 1980

Year
1982 1984

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare,

Office for Civil Rights, Racial, EtlinIc arid Sex-lirit-644

Data_fromAnstitutions_of_HI9her Education, 1976, 1978, and

U.S. Department Of Education, Center for Education'Statittict,

Higher EdudatIon General information Surlidy, Various years.

The following sections examine AMerican Indian students enr011ed In under-

graduate, gradUate, and first-professional degree programs. Unclassifiedu
students (i.e., those not enrolled_In a_degree program) are not included in the

discussion. A signifitant proportion_of American Indian studentS were not enrolled

In degree programs -- approximately 11 perdent In 1984.



Undergraduate enrollment

American_Indian undergraduate enrollment Increased by slightly over

12 percent between 1976 and 1984 (table 3). The proportion of American Indian

Studeats enrolled full-tlme, however, decreased between 1976 and 1984; over 62

percent were enrolled full-tIme In 1976, compared to about 58 percent In 1984.

Table 3.--American Indian undergraduate students, by enrollment status and by sex

of student: United States, even years 1976-84

Enrollment

status and

sex of

1976 1978 1980 1982 1984

litti-tkOW-- Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number PercentcNumber Percent

TOtal 61,293 100 61,407 100 68,646 100 67,036 100 68,815 100

Full-time

Male_ 19;874 32 17,410 28 18,611 27 18,112 27 18,580 27;

Female 18,447 30 18,782 31 20,468 30 190424 29 21,332 31

Part7time

Male_ 10,928 18 11,616 19 12,378 18 12,481 19 12,387 18

Female 12,044 20 13,599 22 17,189 25 170019 25 16,516 24

Note.--Excludes unclassified students and U.S. Service Schools.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office for Civil Rights,

Ractal, Ethnic and Sex Enrollment Data from Institutions of Higher Education,

1976, 1978, and U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics,

Higher Education General Information Survey, various years.

More American Indian females than males were enrolled as undergraduates

each year followlng 1976; ly 19840 they outnumbered their male counterparts

by more than 18 percent.



Graduate enrol [leant

American Indian graduate enrollment fluctuated only tlightiy betindli 1976 and

1984; with the largest number (4,377) enrolled in 1980 (table 4). Over half of

American Indian graduate studentS in 1984 were women, and the majority of these
women attended college part-time.

Table 4.--American Indian graduate enrollment, by ehrOlIffient Statut and by Sex of

student: United States, even years 1976=84

Enrollment

status and

sex of

qtridnat

LW. : 1982 1984

_Number Percent Nuttetlftrdent NUMber Perdent NUmber Percent Number Percent

Total 3,887 100 3,785 100 4;377 100 3,365 100 3,634 100

Full-time

Male 933 24 962 23 896 20 708 21 799 22
Female 634 16 678 18 850 19 658 20 727 20

Part-time

Male 1;260 32 1,183 31 1,335 31 953 28 909 25
Female 1;060 27 1,062 28 1,296 30 1,046 31 1,199 33

Note.--Excludes unclassified studentS -and U.S. Servide SchOolS. Details may not add
to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of_Nealth; EdUceitiOn, and Welfare, Office for Civil Rights,

Racla1;_EtlinIo and Sex Enrollment Data from institut1ons of Nigher Education, 1976;

1978; and U.S. Department Of EdUdation; Center foe Education Statistics; Nigher

Education General InfOrmation SurVey, various years.

=15-
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First-professional enrollment

The nuliber of American Indians enrolled In first-professional degree programs

has decreased since 1976, with 1984 enrollments down almost 22 percent from those In

1976 (table 5). Among full-time students, American Indian men outnumbered women at

this level, but the number of females enrolled full-time Increased over 75 percent

from 1976 to 1984.

Table 5.--American Indian first-professional* enrollment, by enrollment status

and by sex of student: United Svates, even years 1976-84

Enrollment

status and

sex of

student

1976 1978 1980 1982 1984

Number IPercent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total 1,253 100 1,072 100 1,188 100 911 100 980 100

Full=time

Male 975 78 733 68 745 63 527 58 539 55

Female 190 15 242 23 343 29 310 34 333 34

Part-time

Male 57 5 69 6 67 51 78 8

Female 31 2 28 3 33 23 29 3

*Includes students enrolled In selected programs that require at least 2 academic years

of previous college work for entrance and a total of at least 6 years of college work

for completion; e.g., medicine (M.D.), law (LL.B., J.D.), theology (B.D., M.D1v.,

Rabbl), dentistry (D.D.S.), veterinary medicine (D.V.M.), and osteopathic medicine

(0.0.).

Note.--Excludes unclassified students and U.S. Service Schools. Details may not add

to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Office for Civil Rights,

Racial, Ethnic and Sex Enrollment Data from Institutions of Higher Education, 1976,

1978, and U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics, Higher

Education General Information Survey, varlous years.



It is difficult to determine the extent to which enrollment translates

lto degree completions except by longitudinal surveys, which usually do not

have a representative sample of American Indians. However, several case studies
over the years have addressed the issue of problems involved In retaining

American Indian students ir higher education, and most have come to the same

basic conclusions. In 1961, the Annual Report of the Secretary of the interior

cited the following problems facing American Indians In higher education:

difficulty In adjusting to the environment; culture conflicts; difficulty

with the English language (as a second language); and financial struggles.

In 1976, the National Advisory Council on Indian Education reported these same

findings to Congress, and stated that programs and curricula of nonIndian

colleges and universities (those institutions which were not founded for the

primary purpose of educating American Indian students) were not attuned to the

special cultural needs of the lidian student. This report further stated that

among American Indians, the college dropout rate ranged from 45 percent to

62 percent. (A dropout rate for the general popuation of college students Is

not available.) Another study19 based on interviews with students themselves,

listed not only financial hardships and cultural differences, but also the

nature and quality of previous education, discrimination, and tte lack of role

models as problems relating to postsecondary student dropout.

19McDOnald, Arthur, nWhy Do Indian Students Drop Out of College?,fl The

SChtie-1444-biNat4ve America, ed. Thomas Thompson, (Washington, D.C.:

Association of Colleges for Teacher Edumrion, in collaboration with the

TeaCher Corps, United Ste-NS Office of Education, 1978), p. 73.
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E8rned_Degrees20

Trained manpower is the core of the Nation's economic system. One important

measure of training and attainment is the number and type of degrees earned by

college students.

The total number of baccalaureate and higher degrees awarded in colleges

and universities from 1976 to 1981 remained constant; alth about 1.3 million
degrees awarded annually. The numbcr of baccalaureate and higher degrees awarded

to American Indian students increesod by slightly over 400 degrees in the 5 academic

years from 1976 to 1981; the latest year for wb!ch data ara_avallable (figure 6).

Modest increases in the number of baccalaureate and higher degrees awarded were

apparent at each degree level, with the largest proportionate increase at the

doctor's degree level (an increase of about 40 percent from 1976 to 1981).

Figure 6.--B8chelor's and higher_degrees awarded to

American Indians; by level of degree:

Academic years 1975-76 and 1980-81

Level of degree

Total

Number of degrees awarded

to Americmn In4lati_s,tudetiIs

197576 198081

7;048 8;513

Associate degrees and awards 2;522 3;574

Bachelor's 3,498 3,584

Master's 783 1,034

Doctor's 93 130

First-protessional 152 191

Note.--Excludes degrees confeTred by U.S. Service Schools.

SOURCE: U.S. Department 0f Education, Office f0r Civil

Rights, t .4 tttutIons

of_Higher_Educationby_RaceEthige_l_ty,_-an-d--Bax, 1975-76 and

unpublished tabulations; 1980-81. Data differs from source

in that 1975-76 theological degrees (first-profeSsional degree

level) were adjusted tO COrreet for error.

20D8ta contained in this seeelon were Obtained from the Office for Civil RIghtt,

U.S._Department of Education. Zatb-on Earned Degrees Conferred from institutions

of Higher EducatIO4,--byRad4,--Etlintelty, and-Sex, various years. For simplicity,

academic years will be referred tO by the, year In which they end; for example,

academic year 1975-76 is referred to as 111976."

=18=
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Bachelor's de rees

Tne total number of bachelor's degrees awarded between 1976 and 1981 increased

by 13,195 degrees (a 1.4 percent increase), while the number awarded to American

Indians increased by 86 degrees (a 92.5 percent increase). The largest number

of bachelor's degrees awarded to American Indians in 1976 and 1979 was in the field

of education, but by 1981 this field had been replaced by business and management
(table 6). Bachelor's degrees awarded to American Indian women between 1976 and 1981

increased by about 20 percent, with the field of education their most popular field
each year. Men, however, experienced a decline of almost 12 percenl in degree awards,

with the largest number of degrees being awarded in business and management in all 3

years.

Table 6.--Bachelor's degrees awarded to hnerIcan Indians, by sex and by fied of study:

Academic years 1976, 1979, and 1981

Field of study

BaChelorIS degrees awarded

1980-81

Total I Men I women
J
Total I Men I Women Total Men J women

Total 3,498 1,915 1,582 3,404 1,,30 1,674 3,5e4 1,692 1,892

AgriCulture and nataral

resources 136 115 21 84 61 23 96 81 15

Archltecture and

environmental cleSign 35 30 5 25 19 6 24 20 4

Area studies 10 8 2 7 I 6 4 3 1

Blological sciences 143 _90 53 148 97 51 137 67 70

Business and management 426 550 76 505 546 159 656 388 248

Communlcations 65 48 17 69 39 30 110 51 59

Computer and InformatIon

snienzes 7 6 1 11 11 0 21 17 4

Edunation 742 239 503 645 197 448 569 154 405

Engineering 150 148 2 162 150 12 192 170 22

Fine and applied artS 155 67 88 169 74 45 187 73 114

Foreign languages 53 12 21 22 7 15 25 10 15

Hoaith professions 166 38 128 206 51 155 209 39 170

Home economics 75 5 70 79 5 74 73 i 72

Law I 0 5 3 0 2 1 1

Letters

_i

161 73 88 110 62 48 103 44 59

Library science 4 0 4 2 0 2 2 i I

_

Mathematics 54 40 14 41 28 13 17 9

Military sciences 0 _O 0 0 0 0 I 1 0

Physical sciences 62 55 7 63 45 18 64 44 20

Psychology 192 90 102 177 87 90 196 68 128

Public affairs and services 180 93 87 217 83 134 224 91 133

Social sciences 513 311 202 497 273 224 472 239 233
Theology 10 7 3 11 El 3 5 5 0

Interdisciplinary studies 178 90 88 151 93 68 215 105 110

Note.--Data for U.S. Service Schools are excluded.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Data-ert-Earned-Degrees-Conferred

from knalltetlens-of Higfter-EducelqamT-by-Race, Ethnicity, and Sex, various years.
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Mnster s Alogrees

The numt,Ir_of master's degree reelpients nationwide declined by slightly

over_5 pe:cent from 1976 tO 1981. The_hUmber Of master's degrees awarded to

American Indian students increased by 32 percent during those years (table 7),

with both American Indian women arid_men overWhe1mingly choosini the field of

education. The_number of master's degrees awarded in business and managemealt

to American Indian me:1 dOubled bettiden 1976 and 1981, moving thls field into
8 close, second place behind edeoation.

For the Nation as a whole, 4emates led in tetal number Of master's degrees

awarded for the iirst timo 1-:ri 1931; hoWeVer, AMerican :ndian woms0_reo0Iving

master's degrees heve Outnumbered their male ciounterOartt Since 1979,

Table 7.--MasteNi5 degrees awarded to American Indians, by sex and field of study:

Academic years 1976, 1979, and 1981

geld of study

Master's degrees awarded

1975-76 1978-79 4980-411-----
Totall Men INomen Totall Men iwomen Te-"1114_222.

Tot,' 78 428 355 199 495 504 1,034 511 533

Agrlcaltere and natural

roSourceS 0 5 3
Architecture and

environmental lesIgn 5 4 5 4 I

Area steak's 2 I I 2 1 6 3 5

Biological sciences IS ID 16 8 8 15 9 6

BuSlness and management 64 7 135 109 26 155 123 27

Commonications 4 1 3 2 2 0 9 5 6
Computer and Information

sciences 0 16 6 10 I1 2

Education 390 169 221 451 155 285 463 139 294

Englneering 40 40 _0 24 22 _2 37 26 _5

,lne and applied arts 20 10 10 31_ le 15 27 / 15

Foreign languages _3 _2 _1 _a 1 _7

Health professions 37 17 20 59 19 40 54 17 37

Home economics I 0 I 6 1 5 10 1 9

Law 3 3 _0 _4 4 0 I I 0

Letters 23 9 14 16 10 6 19 8 11

Library Wence 17 4 '5 12 2 TO 17 1 16

Mathematics_ a 5 5 8 6 2 7 6 1

Military sciences 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o
PhysIcel sciences 9 9 0 29 26 5 II 9 2

Psychologi 14 6 8 20 13 10 32 I. 19

Public affairs and services 60 34 26 81 34 47 92 47 45

Sotlal sciences 38 24 14 45 28 17 44 29 I5

Theology 1 I 0 4 2 2 1 I 0

InterlIscipilnary stufles a 5 5 N 15 II 24 13 II

Note.--Data for U.S. Service Schools are ewcioded.

SOUPCF: U.S. Department ol Education, Office for Clyll RIghtS, Date eh Eorned
Degrees Cen Rerre-df-re.-1-6-64-14-61-9065o-fH-1-gfret du at-Toe; Dy -Race, Ethnicity, and
Sex, various years.
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Docterls-degrees

The total number of doctorls degrees awarded nationwide decreased from 33;787

In 1976 to 32,839 in 1901 (almost 3 percent). Doctor's degrees to American

Indians Increased from 93 in 1976 to 130 In 1981 (about 40 percent). Education
accounted for almost 44 percent of all doctor's degrees awarded to Indian students
in 1981 (tablz 8). Degrees awarded to American Indian women at this level more

than doubled between 1976 and 1981, but American Indian men still earned

signifitantly more degrees In each of the years studied.

Table 8.--Doctorls degrees awarded to American Indians, by sex and field of study:
Academic yeart 1976, 1979, and 1981

Field Of Study

Doctor's degrees awarded

Total

1975-76

Women

1978-79

Total Men Women

1.q80.8_1

Total _Aim Momem

Total 93 77 16 104 69 35

Biological sciences 4 4 0 6 6

Business and management 6 6 0 3 2 1

Education 35 27 8 43 25 18

Engineering 3 3 0 2 2 0
Letters 5 4 1 3 1 2

Physical sciences 8 8 0 8 7 1

Psychology 4 3 1 10 7 3
Social sciences 8 B 0 17 11 6

All Other fields* 20 14 6 12 8 4

130 95 35

3

5

57

_5

41 16

5 5

7 5 2

4 3 1

10 7 3

12 9 3

22 15 7

*Includdt those fields for which less than 5 degrees were awarded In any given year.

Note.--Data for U.S. Service Schools are excluded.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Data_on Earned

Degrees-Conferred-f-rom institutions of Higher Education, by Race,_EthnicIty,_and
Sex, various years.
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FIrst-professlonal degrees

Degrees awarded nationwide at the first-professional level increased by

nearly 15 percent between 1976 and 1981, up from 62,649 degrees In 1976 to 71,956

in 1981. The number of first-professional degrees awarded to American Indians

fluctuated slightly between 1976 and 1981, with 216 degrees awardcd In the peak

year of 1979 (table 9). American Indian men earned more first-professional degrees

than American Indian women each year, although the number of first-professional

degrees awarded to American Indian women more than doubled between 1976 and 1981.

Law degrees represented over half of all first-professional degrees awarded to

both American Indian men and women in 1979 and 1981.

Table .--First-professional degrees awarded to American Indians, by sex and

by field of study: Academic years 1976, 1979, and 1981

Field of study

First-professlonal degrees awarded

1975-76 1978-79 1980-81

Jotall Men !Women, Total( Men iwomen Totall Men 1Women

Total 152 127 25 216 150 66 191 133 58

Dentistry 5 5 0 23 21 2 10 9 I

Medicine 36 28 8 38 25 13 50 38 12

Optometry 2 2 0 0 0 0 2 1 1

Osteopathic medicine 3 3 0 8 6 2 8 7 1

Pharmacy I I 0 1 1 0 3 2 1

Podiatry 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Veterinary medicine 17 16 1 15 8 7 4 2 2

Chiropractic medicine 8 8 0 6 5 1 3 1 2

Law, general 75 59 16 121 80 41 101 68 33

Theological professions 4 4 0 4 4 0 9 5 4

Note.--Data for U.S. Service Schools are excluded.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, Data on Earned

Degrees Conferred from Institutions of Higher Education, by Race, Ethnicity, and

Sex, various years. Data differs from source in that 1975-76 theological degrees

were adjusted to correct for error.



Associate degrees and awards (based on less than 4 years of work beyond high schoo )

American Indian students earned more degrees at thls level than at any other, with

an increase of over 1,000 assoclate degrees and awards recelved between 1976 and

1981 (table 10). Most of thls Increase was accounted for by awards In termlnal Occupa-

tional programs as opposed to arts and sclence programs, which can be creditable toward

a bachelor's. American Indian women earned nearly 56 percent of all awards conferred

to American Indians at this level In 1981.

Table 10.--Associate degrees and awards (based on less than 4 years of work)

to American Indians, b sex and by field of study: Academic years

1976, 1979, and 1981

Field Of ttudy

AStociate degrees and awards

1-9-75 76 1978-79 1980-81

l Men IWomén Total Men I Women Totall Men I Women

Tbtal 2,522 1,295 1,227 3,073 1,437 1,636 3,574 1,584 1,990

Arts and sclence or

general programs 999 519 480 1,083 482 601 1,145 496 649

Occupational, total 1,523 776 747 1,990 955 1,035 2,429 1,088 1,341

Business and commerce

technologles 434 179 255 587 204 383 744 202 542

Data processing

technologles 33 11 22 55 31 24 68 30 38

Health services and para-

medical technologles 390 51 339 493 80 413 540 52 488

Mechanical_and engineering

technologies 377 359 18 476 449 27 673 618 55

Natural science

technologles 97 73 24 116 68 48 142 87 55
Public service-related

technologies 192 103 89 263 123 140 262 99 163

SOURCE: U.S. Department of EdUdatiOn, Office for CIVII Rights and National Center for

EduCatiOn Statistics, Various yearS.
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OVer 67 percent of associate degrees and awards to American Indian women

in 1981 were In occupational programs; with over three-fourths of these awarded

In business and commerce technologies, and health services and paramedical

technologies. For American Indian men, mechanical and engineering technologies

were the most popular fields, accounting for over half of all occupational program

awards to American Indian men In 1981.

Addendum

A study conducted by The College Board21 of high school seniors graduating In

1984 who participated In the College Admissions Testing Program, indicated that

future areas of study by American Indian men and women may experience noticeable

shifts_over the next few years. Of the 2,031 American Indian males responding,

over 20 percent indicated that their flrst choice of intended area Of study was

engineering; which ranked third In number of bachelor's degrees awarded to

American Indian men in 1981. For American Indian women, the health and medical

field was the_number one cheice of study (this Is also reflected In the number

of associate degrees awarded to women In this area), and ranked fourth In number

of bachelor's degrees_awarded to Indian women in 1981. Responses to the question

concerning degree goals revealed that nearly 31 percent would like to earn a

BA or BS_degree, 24 percent an MA or MS degree, and Over 19 perdent a Ph.D. or

MD, or other first-professional degree.

21Profiles; College-Bound Seniors, 1984, The College Board, 1984.
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American Indian Employees In institutions of Higher Educotion22

In Fall 1983, the Nation's colleges and universities employed almost 1.6

million full-time employees. About 1.3 million were white; 193,047 black,

49,925 Hispanic, 41,550 Asian/Pacific islander, and 6,735 were American Indian.

About 60 percent of these American Indian employees were working in support

occupations (figure 7).

Figure 7.--American Indian employees In inStitutionS of higher education:

United StateS, Fall 1983

Fulllime faculty (19%)

Executive/administrative/
Managerial (6%)

Profettional nonfaCulty (14%)

Secretarial/clerical (25%)

Service
H occupations Technical/paraprofessional (11%)

(60%)
Skilled craft (5%)

Service/maintenance (19%)

Note.--Detalls may not add to totals due to rounding.

SOURCE: Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Higher Education Staff

Information Survey, 1983.

Itthanistrators_

In 1983, the overwhelming majority of executives, administrators, or

managers (referred to as administrators) In institutions of higher education

were white (about 90 percent). These administrators were responsible for
the management, policies and general business operations of the institutions.

AbbUt 430 American Indians, or over 6 percent of American Indian full-time

employees (up from 283 in 1975) were employed as administrators, and nearly

thrce-fourths (311) were male. American Indian women were the least

22Data In this_sect1on_were derived frcm the Higher Education Staff information

(EE0-6) report conducted by .the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EE0C),

for all inttitutions with 15 or more full-time employees.
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represented of all administrators, with only 119 employed in thit capacity

in 1983. Almost_two-thirds_of all American Indian administrators (278) were

employed in public inttitutions.

Faculty

Almost 471,000 people were employed as full-time faculty in the Nation's

colleges and universities in 1983. Whites accounted for 425,691 of these

faculty positions (over 90 percent). The number of American Indian full-time

faculty increased from 1,050 to 1,310 from 1975 to 1983, with about 27 percent

of them women (the same proportion as all other female full-time faculty).

Most American Indian faculty were employed on 9- or 10-month contracts (over 77

percent for both males and females).

Full-time American Indian male faculty were fairly evenly distributed among

the ranks of Professor, Associate Professor, Assistant Professor, and Instructor.

American Indian temaie faculty were concentrated in the lower ranks, especially

that of Instructor (figure_8), while white females were also at the lower ranks,

most often employed as Assistant Professors. Over half (about_52 percent) of

AMerican indian_male faculty were tenured, whereas slightly over one-

third of American Indian female faculty (36 percent) were tenured (unpublished

tabUlation). This ccmpares with 61 percen+ for white malet, and 41 percerit for

white females. For all minorities (including American Indians), almott 49 percent

of males were tenured; about 40 percent of females.

350

30)

250

200

150

100

50

Figure 8.--American Indian faculty, by rank and by tex:

United Statet, 1983

4
IR

4-
c"!..

SOURCE: _Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Higher Education Staff

information Survey, 1983.
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iffstitutuonsP

Twenty postsecondary institutions enrolled predominantly American

Indian students In the Fall of 1984 (table 11). The MajOrity Of thete
schools were private 2-year schools located In the Watt.

Table 11.--Predominantly American Indian Institutions,* by number

of students enrolled and by proportion of Ameritan Indian

Indian students: United States, 1984

Name and State

of InstitutIon

American _Indians

Total enrolled

students

enrolled

Haskell Indian Junior

College,_KS.._

Standing Rock College, ND

Dull Knife Memorial

College, MT

College rf Ganado, AZ

Turtle Mountain

Community College, NO'.

OgJala Lakota College,

Nebraska Indian

Community College, uE

Blackfoot Community

College, mT

American Indlan Ellole

College, AZ

Llttle Hoop Community

_College, ND

NAES,College,.IL _

Navajo CommunIty College,
AZ
0-0 UnlversIty, CA

Sinte Gleska College, SD

Salish Kootenai

Community College, MT

FlamIng Ralnbow

_University, OK

Sheldon Jackson College,
AK

University of New Mexico

Gallue Branch, NM°.

Northwest Community

College, AK..

Kuskokwim Community

College, AK.*

T74 774 100

261 249 95

257 221 i5

268 248 95

559 515 92

752 579 no

ny 261 yo

259 215

is 57 89

109 95 87

68 56 82

1.962 1,570 80

206 160 78

444 525 75

478 3:1 67

221 147 67

256 152 56

1,491 79: 55

141 72 51

2.7 124 50

°Institutions with_enrollments Composed of 50 percent or

'here Americon Indlen students. There are other

predomlnantly American Indian colleges_which were not

Included In the HEG1S survey univese (appendix 8).

Public Institution.

Note.--Ewciudes unclassified students and U.S. Service

Schools. Details may not add to totals due to rounding.

See methodology.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Center tor EducatIOn

StatIstIcs, Higher Education General Information Survey, 1984.

"Dote contained In this section of the report were obtained from the

Hi-gher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS), U.S. Department of

Education, Center for Education Statistics, 1984.
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In 1984, over 35 percent of all postsecondary institutions (1;190 schools)

reported no American Indian students were enrolled. Institutions which enrolled

more than 1,000 American Indian students were: Navajo COmmunity College,

Arizona (1,570); Northeastern Oklahoma State University, (1,090); and Northland

Pioneer College, Arizona (1,016). AMerican_Indlans represented 80 percent,

15 percent, and 22 percent of all students In these schoolS, respectively.

Surprisingly, none of the predominantly American Indian institutions which

reported full-time faculty data In 1981 and 1983 had predominantly American

indian_faculty. In fact, of the 13 predominantly American Indian institutions

reporting for those years, 6 had no American Indian full-time faculty employed.24

Ten Of the Nation's colleges and universities each awarded 40 or more

bachelor's degrees to American Indian students 111_1983. _Lamar University;

awarded the largest nuMber of bachelor's degrees to American Indians (88);

All of the haChelor's degrees awarded by Native AmeriCan Educational Services

were granted to American Indians_(22 degrees). Only 6 institutions_awarded 20

or_more master's degrees tO American_ Indians, with the University of New_Mexico

Main Campus awarding the largest number (44). Eight institutions awarded

3 or more doctor's degrees to American Indians, with Fielding Institute

awarding 100 percent of both its maSter's and doctor's degrees to American

Indian stUdents (13 masters; 31 dOctor's).

Inst itut ions_

In 1984, six predoMinantly AmeriCan Indian institutions reported that at

least half of their revenues came from Federal, State, or local government

appropriatiOns; three of these reported that over three-fourths of their

revenues were acquired through these government sources (table 12). The

proportion Of expenditures for instruCtion25 In those schools varied from

a low of 13 percent (American Indian Bible C011ege) t0 a high Of 95 percent

(Dull Knife Memorial College).

24Data from the Higher Education Staff Information Survey (EEO-6); Equal

Employment Opportunity Commission; 1981 and 1983.

25Expenditures for instruction', is defined as expenditures of the colleges;

schools; departments, and other instructional divisions of the institution;

That includes:_ expenditures for departmental research and public service which

are not separately budgeted; expenditures for hoth credit and non-credlt

activities; and several subcategories. They are: general academic instruction;

oCcupatiOnal and vocational instruction; special session instruction; community

education; preparatory and adult basic education; and remedial and tutorial

instruction conducted by the teaching faculty for the institutiorOs students.

Excluded_are expenditures for academic instruction where the primary function

Is administratiOn (e.g.; academic deans).
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The majority of predominantly American Indian institutions either do not

charge their students for room and board, or do not have these services available

to students. Tuition and fees In predominantly American Indian public institu-

tions are generally compatible with those of other public colleges and universities,

while tuition and fees in predominantly American Indian private institutions are

generally less than those charged to students in other private institutions. The

institutions which charge the highest tuition and fees reportedly received no

government appropriations (except Flaming Rainbow University, which received less

than one-fifth of its revenues from government sources). Haskell Indian Junior

College (a Federally funded institution) has no tuition and fees charges, nor

room and board charges.



Table 12.--Selected current funds revenues and expenditures, In7State undergraduate tultlOn and fees, and

room and board charget In predominantly American Indian institutions: United State§ 1984

(In whole. dollars)

Name of InstItution

Current funds revenues

Current funds expenditures

and mandatory 'rensfersi

(In-State)

Tuition

and

required

fees2

Room

and

board

Total

(In 000,$)

Percnnt from

government'

appropriations

Total

(In 000is)

Percent

ERG"

Percent

E6G for

Instruction

Natkoll Indlan

Junior College3 S6,907,000 98.8 35,711,000 100.0 22.4 $ 0 $

Standing Rock College 1,764,000 :30.4 1,669,000 95.1 65.7 750

Dull Knife Memorial

College 2,241,000 2,627,000 85.1 95.2 525 2,055

College of Ganado 2,513,000 15.7 2,509,000 80.5 22.1 864 3,458

Turtle Mountain

Community College 1,431.000 1,301,000 100.0 34.3 630

Oglala Lakote College 3,404,000 3,383,000 95,2 27.8 570

Nebratka Ind lan

Community College 965,000 1,065,000 98.1 16.3

Ellackfeet Community

College 1,443,000 51.9 1,387,000 100.0 22.1 630

American Indian

Sitle College 668,000 507,000 86.9 13.4 1,942 2,072

Llttle Hoop

Community College 448,000 416,000 100.0 50.1 575 2,400

-ES College 396,000 - 362,000 100.0 14.1 3,375

Navajo Community

College 9,936;000 56.1 9;826;000 86.3 29.0 700 2,320

D-C1 UnlversIty4 1,153,000 - 742,000 100.0 15.4 3,060

Slnte Gleska College 2,109,000 2,047,000 97.0 26.9 820

Selith KOotenal

Community College 1,822,000 25.0 1,438,000 100.0 37.1 765

FlamIng Rainbow

Unlversity 1;541,000 15.4 1,513,000 100.0 14.3 2,690

Sheldon Jackson

College 2,886,000 3,337,000 81.1 23.7 3,246 3,825

Unlversity of New

MexIdo -

Gallup Branch4 2,775,000 61.6 2,771,000 93.2 56.7 348

Northwest Community

College4 2;059;000 81.8 1,965,000 98.0 47.5 900

Kuskokwim Community

College 4,759,000 77.4 4,726,000 98.9 58.1 630 925

-Not appliCable.

*Federal, State, local government.

**Education and general expenditures.

1Mandatory transfers from zurrent funds are those that must be made In order to fulfill a binding

legal obligation of the Institution.

2For full-tlme students only.

Federally funded; State funded.

4Data are for previous school year.

Note.--Date provided In this table are more recent than data cited elsewhere In the text and tables-,

due to availability of recent publicatIons.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Educat!on, Office of Educational Research and Improvement,

Center for Education Statistics, survey of ^Financial Statistics of Institutions of Nigher EducatIon,

1984," and totiege Costs, Bas4c -Student Charges, 2-Year and 4-Year institutions: 1984-85.
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Appendix A

Methodology

Any study of the educatioral status of American Indians encounters unique

problems; Somo reasons are:

The Identification or definition of American_Indlans.

Throughout history, there have been many_definitions

used to determine who Is an American Indian 7- some_are

legal (such as, under certain legislative acts,_Indlans

are those with a certain proportion Of Indian blObd) and

some derive from social conventions (suet' as, being a

member of a tribe or having a blood relative that Is_

a member of a tribe). The data used In thlt report It_

primarily based on seIf-identlfiCatIon. This may_result

In Inflated numbers of American Indians, bUt Should no+

affect the owerall trends; For each survey cited In

this report; the method and defInItiOnt used ;or

classification are discussed below.

The small size_ot the population_.

Most sample surveys are either too small to produce reliable

estimates for American Indians; or Indians are grouped_Into
an "other" category. Therefore; national data on Ameridan

Indians are limited to very large sample surveyS or to

surveys of a universe of institutions or_persons; Thls

report has used Decennial Census data and data from_

surveys of all Institutions of higher education with

U.S. Department of Education-racognIzed accreditation,

collected by three Federal agencies.

Decennial Census Data

All households in the United States were mailed Decennial CensLis forms on
April 1 in 1970 and 1980; Individuals were asked to classify themselves

according to the group ethnic with which they Identify; individuals who_Identl-

fled themselves as "American Indian," "Eskimo;" or "Aleut," were classified

as such; however, Individuals who entered the name of an Indian tribe or

reported such entries as Canadian-Indian; French-American Indian, or
SpanIsh-American Indian were classified as American Indian; The substantially

larger 1980 census count is the result of natural increases and overall_

Improvements in consus procedures; Including modified enumeration procedures

on American Indian reservations and the use of self-identificatIon to obtain
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the race of respondents In all areas of the country. Also, a preliminary_

evaluation of the census results suggests that there may have been a greater

frequency In 1980 than In 1970 for individuals to report their race as American

Indian, especially those of mixed Indian and non-Indian descenti

As part of the 1980 Decennial Gensus. a 15 percent sample of the population

received a Census form that Included questions on such topics as educational_

attainment, income, and language use. For further technical information, see

individual Census Bureau reports cited In this publication.

Racial/ethnic Data for Enrollment and Degrees

Data on the enrollment ot and degrees earned by American Indians came

from the Higher Eduction General Information Survey ()AEGIS) conducted by the
Center for Education Statistics. HEGIS annually surveys the entire population

of postsecondary institutions with accreditation that Is recognized by the U.S.

Department of Education.

Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title IX of the

Education Amendments of 1972, almost all institutions of higher education are

required to provide the Office for Civil Rights enrollment and degree data by

race for all students except nonresident aliens. Students are classified In one
of the following racial/ethnic categories:

American Indian or Alaskan Native -- A person having origins In

any of the original peoples of North America; and who

maintains cultural identification through tribal

affiliation or community recounitich.

Asian or Pacific islander -- A person having origins In any

of tho original peoples of the Far East, Southeast

Asia, the Indian sub-continent, or the Pacific islands.

Hispanic 7- A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central

American, South American, or other Spanish culture of origin,

regardless of race.

Black, non-Hispanic -- A person having origins In any of the

black racial groups of Vrica, except those of Hispanic

origin.

White, non-Hispanic -- A person having origins In any of the

original peoples of Europe, North Africa, or the Middle

East, except tho:.' of Hispanic origin.
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_The_manner_of collecting the raCial/othnit InfOrMation is left to the

disc-...etion_of_the postsecondary institUtION OroVided that the system that
Is established results in reasonably ettUraid data. One acCeptable method
Is a properly controlled system of post-enr011Ment SelfidentifitatiOn by
students. If this system is used; a vorificatiOn_protedUre it eMployed to

to ascertain the completeness and accuracy of stUdent SubMitsions where
feasible.

Some 214 institutions did not report the racialiethnit StatUt_Of their

student body In 1984. Data for 195 of these nonrepOrting inatitUtiOna =7
representing about 5 percent of total enrollment -- were IMOUted. For thOte

institutions which reported data In 1982; data have been datiMated by applying
their 1982 race distribution to their total enrollment reported in 1984.

data:

The HEG1S data files contain the following enrollment and degree

Enrollment

Racial and Ethnic Enrollment from InstitutiOns of Higher

Education (fail of): 1970, 1972; 1974, 1976, 1978, 1980,
1982, and 1984.

Degrees

Data on Earned Degrees Conferred by Institutions Of

Higher Education; by Race; Ethnicity; and Seic (aCademic year):

1975-76; 1976-1977, 1978-1979; 1980-81; and 1982-83.

For further Information atout the HEG1S surveys; contact Martin Frankel,

Postsecondary Education Statistics Division; Center for EducatiOn Statistict,

555 New Jersey Avenue NW.; Washington; D.C. 20208.

-EqUel Employment Opportunity Commission Higher Education-Staff_Aftformation

Report (EEC-6),

The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) Is responsible for the

adMinIstration of the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972 to ensure_end
promote equal treatment In employment. As part of that mandate; since 1975_

the EEOC has conducted a biennial survey of postsecondary institutions (With

15 or more full-time employees) in the 50 States and the District Ot_CIUMble.
In odd-numbered years; these Institutions submit the EEO-6 survey W/O-eh reportt
the occupation; salary; and faculty rank/tenure of employees by rate/othniCity
and sex. Data from these Higher Education Staff Information reportt yore Uted
in the sectio.d of this report on ',American Indian Emplo*;ees in Higher_

Education0 Because small iv,Itutions are not required to pertiCipate in thiS

survey, these data may underestimate the number of AmeriCan Indian employeeS In
higher education.
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The method by which an employee's race or ethnicity Is to be detormined

by the institution is not specifled by the EEOC. Using employee records,

visual identification or the like, an employee Is included In the Hgroup to

which he or she appears to belong, identifies with, or Is regarded In the

community as belonging.0 In the EEOC survey, nonresident aliens are not a

separate category but are classified by their race/ethnicity.

For further information, contact: U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity

Commission, Survey Division, 2401 E Street, NW., Washington, D.C. 20507.


